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Free & Equal is an unprecedented United Nations global public education campaign for lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and intersex (LGBTI) equality.
A project of the United Nations Human Rights Office, Free & Equal raises awareness of homophobic and
transphobic violence and discrimination, and promotes greater respect for the rights of LGBTI people
everywhere.
The campaign engages millions of people around the world in conversations to help promote the fair treatment of
LGBT people and generate support for measures to protect their rights.
Do you know how much discrimination really costs?
Rates of poverty, homelessness, depression and suicide have been found to be far higher among lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender people than in the general population. But it’s not just LGBT people who pay the price.
We all do. Every LGBT child thrown out of home and forced to miss out on education is a loss for society. Every
LGBT worker denied their rights is a lost opportunity to build a fairer and more productive economy.
These losses are entirely self-inflicted. With different laws and policies in place and a different mind-set, we could
and would achieve a more free and equal world – that is more prosperous too!
You, your friends and other individuals can make a difference too!


Speak out when you see any form of discrimination or violence against intersex people.



Remember that intersex people may have any sexual orientation and gender identity.

“If people can learn to hate, they can be taught to love, for love comes more naturally to the human heart than its opposite…”
Nelson Mandela, former president of South Africa
“Why is that that, as a culture, we are more comfortable seeing two men holding guns than holding hands?”
Ernest Gaines, novelist

“It is an outrage that in our modern world so many countries continue to criminalize people simply for loving another human
being of the same sex… Laws rooted in 19th century prejudices are fueling 21st century hate”
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
“I have no doubt that in the future, the laws that criminalize human love and commitment will look the way the apartheid
laws do to us now, so obviously wrong”
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu, Nobel Peace-Prize Laureate
“LGBT people are not asking for anything out of the ordinary. We’re just asking for the same rights that everyone else has.”
Ricky Martin, musician, writer, actor, Free & Equal campaign equality champion

