CSW57 ends with adoption of global plan to end gender-based violence
Monday, 18 March 2013 15:16

The last day of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) ended with
agreement by more than 130 Member States on the prevention and elimination of all forms of
violence against women and girls, and urged governments to translate the outcome of the
'historic' gathering into concrete actions to protect and promote women's human rights and
fundamental freedoms. Thousands of representatives of governments, inter-governmental
organizations, civil society, the private sector and UN partners collaborated on the outcome
document of the two-week 57th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women in New
York.

The 17-page 'Agreed Conclusions' of the Commission “condemns in the strongest terms the
pervasive violence against women and girls, and calls for increased attention and accelerated
action for prevention and response,” said in a statement the UN Entity for Gender Equality and
the Empowerment of Women (
UN
Women
), which supports the Commission.

UN Women said it welcomed the important focus on prevention in the document, particularly
through education and awareness-raising, as well as an emphasis on addressing gender
inequalities in the political, economic and social spheres.
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Among the priorities in the document is the establishment of multi-sectoral services for survivors
of violence, including for health, psychological support and counselling, as well as the need to
protect the right to sexual and reproductive health.

Ending impunity is also highlighted in the text, according to UN Women, in the context of
punishing perpetrators, along with improving collection of evidence and responding to victims.

UN Women's Executive Director, Michelle Bachelet said she was “particularly heartened” that
an agreement was reached now given that in 2003, when the Commission took up the topic of
violence against women, participants could not agree on a plan.

“We will keep moving forward to the day when women and girls can live free of fear, violence
and discrimination. The 21st century is the century of inclusion and women's full and equal
rights and participation,” added Ms. Bachelet, who also announced it would be her last CSW
as she intends to step down as head of UN Women
.

This video features the voices of survivors. Their stories remind us why ending and preventing
these crimes should be a global priority. (via SayNO - UNiTE to End Violence Against Women)

As many as seven out of every 10 women will experience violence in their lifetimes, according
to UN figures. While more than 125 countries have specific laws that penalize domestic
violence, some 603 million women live in countries where it is not considered a crime.
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Additional links:

-

UN Women
SayNO - UNiTE to End Violence Against Women
United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW)
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