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New websites within the UN system 
 
 
UN in General 
 

General Assembly Committee on Information – 34th session 

English: http://www.un.org/en/ga/coi/ 

French: http://www.un.org/fr/ga/coi/  

Spanish: http://www.un.org/es/ga/coi/  

The Committee on Information is responsible for overseeing the work of the Department of 

Public Information and for providing it guidance on policies, programmes and activities of 

the Department. Its Chairman, Mr. Eduardo Ulibarri of Costa Rica, will preside over the 

34th Session (23 April - 4 May 2012) and its general debate scheduled (23 - 25 April 

2012). 

 

Policy guidelines for the development and promotion of open access (UNESCO) 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/open_access_to_ 

scientific_information_policy_guidelines_for_open_access_released/  

UNESCO issued this publication to demystify the concept of Open Access (OA) and to 

provide concrete steps on putting relevant policies in place. Building capacities in Member 

States for Open Access is a necessary but not sufficient condition for promotion of the 

concept. Creating an enabling policy environment for OA is therefore a priority.  

This publication will serve the needs of OA policy development at the government, 

institutional and funding agency level. The overall objective of the Policy Guidelines is to 

promote Open Access in Member States by facilitating understanding of all relevant issues 

related to Open Access.  The guidelines are not prescriptive in nature, but are suggestive to 

facilitate knowledge-based decision-making to adopt OA policies and strengthen national 

research systems.  

 

 

Security Council - The Situation in the Middle East: Syria (UN Pulse, 23 April 2012) 

http://tmblr.co/ZE4p7xFvFHxG  

Further UN Pulse entries on Syria: http://un-library.tumblr.com/search/syria   
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Peace and Security 
 

The Safety of Journalists and the Danger of Impunity (UNESCO) 

http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CI/CI/pdf/IPDC/ipdc28_dg_safety_

report_final_rev.pdf  

Over the last decade, more than 500 journalists and media workers have been killed 

worldwide, with many more wounded or threatened while carrying out their professional 

responsibilities. In 2011 alone, 62 journalists were killed. 

 

Security Council Committee established pursuant to Resolution 1540 (2004) – 

redesigned website 

English: http://www.un.org/en/sc/1540/ 

French: http://www.un.org/fr/sc/1540/  

Spanish: http://www.un.org/es/sc/1540/  

On 28 April 2004, the United Nations Security Council unanimously adopted Resolution 

1540 (2004) under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter which affirms that the 

proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and their means of delivery 

constitutes a threat to international peace and security. 

In 2011, the Security Council requested the Committee established pursuant to Security 

Council resolution 1540 (2004) to continue to institute transparency measures and 

activities, including by making the fullest possible use of its website.  The upgraded website 

offers new elements to render it more user-friendly, informative and interactive. The 

content of the site is now organized according to the four main areas of the 1540 

Committee’s work:  implementation; assistance; cooperation with international, regional 

and subregional organizations; and transparency and outreach. Multimedia resources will 

allow users to find a variety of sources for information on the work and activities of the 

1540 Committee.  Users now have the option of receiving real-time information on new 

website content. 

 

United Nations actions to address the threat and impact of the Lord’s Resistance 

Army (LRA) 

http://unic.un.org/downloads/socialmedia/lra_factsheet.pdf  

This is fact sheet, prepared on 5 April 2012 by the UN's Integrated Task Force (ITF) on the 

LRA, chaired by the Department of Political Affairs, and it describes the work of the United 

Nations to address this threat from multiple angles, including the political, peacekeeping, 

human rights, humanitarian and development fronts.  

 

United Nations Peacekeeping Operations – Fact Sheet: 31 March 2012 

(DPI/1634/Rev.131, April 2012) 

English: http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/resources/statistics/factsheet.shtml 

French: http://www.un.org/fr/peacekeeping/resources/statistics/factsheet.shtml  

 

United Nations Political and Peacebuilding Missions – Fact Sheet: 31 March 2012 

(DPI/2166/Rev.105, April 2012) 

English: http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/documents//ppbm.pdf 

French: http://www.un.org/fr/peacekeeping/documents/ppff.pdf  
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Economic & Social Development 
 

GLAAS 2012 Report: UN-Water Global Analysis and Assessment of Sanitation and 

Drinking Water  

http://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/pdf/glaas_report_2012_eng.pdf  

While access to water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) has considerably improved globally, 

services coverage could slip behind if adequate resources are not secured to sustain routine 

operations, warns the 2012 UN-Water Global Analysis and Assessment of Sanitation and 

Drinking-Water – or “GLAAS” – released on 12 April 2012 by WHO and UN-Water. The 

report calls for additional and more targeted resources, especially for routine operation and 

maintenance of existing systems and services. 

 
The Global Outlook on Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) Policies 

(UNEP / European Commission)  

Executive Summary: 

http://www.unep.org/pdf/Global_Outlook_on_SCP_Policies_ExecutiveSummary.pdf 

The report is a collection of case studies and best practices ranging from global multilateral 

agreements and regional strategies to specific policies and initiatives being implemented by 

Governments, businesses and civil society organizations. It also identifies examples of 

effective policies and initiatives being implemented worldwide. 

 
Releasing the Pressure: Water Resource Efficiencies and Gains for Ecosystem 

Services (UNEP) 

http://www.unep.org/pdf/Releasing_the_%20pressure_2012.pdf  

This new report – released by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) - 

discusses the need to balance short-term water productivity gains, in particular in 

agriculture with the long-term role that water flows provide for maintaining sustainable 

landscape ESS, and serving multiple benefits to human well-being. 

 
Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement 

http://www.un.org/en/issues/food/taskforce/index.shtml 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41738&Cr=nutrition&Cr1= 

The global Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement continues to gain momentum on 10 April 

with the convening of 27 leaders committed to advancing the strength and security of 

nations by improving maternal and child nutrition. This influential group, appointed by UN 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to represent the many countries, organizations and sectors 

working to improve nutrition, will serve as strategic guides for this global Movement. 

 
World Economic Outlook: Growth Resuming, Dangers Remain, April 2012 (IMF) 

http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2012/01/index.htm  

The prospects for the global economy are slowly improving, but growth is expected to be 

weak, especially in Europe, according to a United Nations-backed report released on 17 

April 2012. The “2012 World Economic Outlook”, published by the International Monetary 

Fund (IMF), added that unemployment in many advanced economies will stay high. 

 
World Urbanization Prospects, the 2011 Revision (DESA) 

http://esa.un.org/unpd/wup/index.htm 

According to the report, Africa and Asia will lead urban population growth in next 40 years. 

Africa’s urban population will increase from 414 million to over 1.2 billion by 2050 while 

that of Asia will soar from 1.9 billion to 3.3 billion. 
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Human Rights 
 

1992 – 2012 United Nations Declaration on Minority Rights 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Minorities2012/Pages/minorityrights2012.aspx  

Every country has national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities within its borders. 

Persons belonging to minorities aspire to participate in the public, social, economic, cultural 

and religious life of the societies in which they live, on an equal footing with the rest of the 

population. Twenty years ago, UN Member States adopted unanimously the Declaration on 

the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities, an 

acknowledgment that a gap existed in minority rights protection. This gap persists today. 

The Minority Rights Declaration established that States have an obligation to acknowledge 

and promote the rights of minorities to enjoy their own cultures and identities, to profess 

and practice their own religions and use their own languages. The Declaration ushered in a 

new era for minority rights. It sets essential standards for protection and offers guidance to 

States as they seek to realize the human rights of minorities.  

 

Managing Gender-based Violence Programmes in Emergencies: E-learning 

Companion Guide (UNFPA) 

http://www.unfpa.org/webdav/site/global/shared/documents/publications/2012/FINAL_GB

V%20Companion%20Guide_All%20Modules_Single%20Spread.pdf    

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has released this new companion guide to its 

Free E-Learning Course (https://extranet.unfpa.org/Apps/GBVinEmergencies/index.html) 

for professionals who are working to address Gender Based Violence in humanitarian 

contexts. The e-learning course uses problems that practitioners currently face and case 

scenarios from real-life humanitarian contexts to guide learning. Integrated throughout the 

modules are videos, learning activities and quizzes that both engage the learner, and 

support participants’ varying learning styles. The new companion guide not only covers all 

of the content in the e-learning, but also provides new case studies, sample tools, best 

practices, and activities. 

 

Universal Human Rights Index – updated database 

English, French, Spanish: http://uhri.ohchr.org/  

The updated Universal Human Rights Index (UHRI) database is “one of the most important 

human rights research tools that has been created in the past twenty years,” according to 

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay. This comprehensive database is the 

only online tool, which brings together human rights recommendations from all parts of the 

UN system.” Since December 2010, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

is fully responsible for updating and further developing the Index, which had initially been 

developed by the Swiss authorities. The UHRI database carries information dating back to 

2000. Following its restructure, almost all of the documents dating from 2011 on are 

available in all six UN languages, and can be accessed by people with disabilities using 

technologies like screen readers. Additionally, each document now links to other related 

information in the database, which makes browsing easier. A major inclusion in the updated 

UHRI is the new search function for the Universal Periodic Review (UPR). The UPR is a 

regular review of the human rights records of all 193 UN Member States. Each State is 

assessed every four and a half years by a working group, made up of representatives from 

all 47 member states of the Human Rights Council. The recommendations from the UPR are 

available on the database and can now be searched by country, by individual human right, 

by affected groups of people, and more. This information can then be easily cross-

referenced with assessments from other UN bodies, so that users can get a very detailed 

picture of the human rights situations of all of Member States. With the second round of the 

UPR about to commence, the High Commissioner has expressed her hope that the 

increased transparency and functionality provided by the UHRI database will encourage 

better prioritization and implementation of recommendations to improve States’ human 

rights. (Press release, 23 April 2012) 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Minorities2012/Pages/minorityrights2012.aspx
http://www.unfpa.org/webdav/site/global/shared/documents/publications/2012/FINAL_GBV%20Companion%20Guide_All%20Modules_Single%20Spread.pdf
http://www.unfpa.org/webdav/site/global/shared/documents/publications/2012/FINAL_GBV%20Companion%20Guide_All%20Modules_Single%20Spread.pdf
https://extranet.unfpa.org/Apps/GBVinEmergencies/index.html
http://uhri.ohchr.org/
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Humanitarian Affairs 
 

Response to the Horn of Africa Emergency: A continuing crisis threatens hard-won 

gains; Regional six-month Progress Report - April 2012 (UNICEF) 

http://www.unicef.org/media/files/HOA_2012_Report-final_110412.pdf 

Despite significant progress in the food security outlook for the Horn of Africa, the child 

survival crisis is far from over. Millions of children require sustained assistance in the 

critical months ahead. 

 

 

 

 

 

New information material 
 

Single copies of the following titles can be ordered via e-mail: info@unric.org 

 

Politically Speaking: Winter-Spring 2012 (DPA). 31 p. 

“Building the new Libya”. 
Online version: http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/undpa/shared/undpa/pdf/ 
Politically%20Speaking%20Winter%20Spring%202012.pdf 

 

Resilient People, Resilient Planet: A Future Worth Choosing; The Report of the High-level 

Panel on Global Sustainability.  

United Nations. New York. 2012. 94 p.  

Sales No. E.12.I.2. ISBN 978-92-1-101256-9. 
Online version: http://www.un.org/gsp/report 

 

Resilient People, Resilient Planet: A Future Worth Choosing; The Report of the High-level 

Panel on Global Sustainability: Overview. 

United Nations. New York. 30 January 2012. 27 p.  
Online version: http://www.un.org/gsp/report 
Overview also available at http://issuu.com/unpublications/docs/gsp_report_overview 

 

RIO+20 : Conférence des Nations Unies sur le développement durable,  Rio de Janeiro, 

Brésil, 20-22 juin 2012 – L’avenir que nous voulons. 

Nations Unies. New York. Novembre 2011. 16 p. 
Online version: http://www.un.org/fr/sustainablefuture/pdf/conf_brochure_fr.pdf  

 

RIO+20: Conferencia de las Naciones Unidas sobre el Desarrollo Sostenible, Río de Janeiro 

(Brasil),  Junio de 2012: El futuro que queremos. 

Naciones Unidas. Nueva York. Octubre de 2011. 16 p. 

 

RIO+20: United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 

20-22 June 2012 – The future we want. 

United Nations. New York. Sept 2011 – Reprinted Feb 2012. 16 p. 
Online version: http://www.un.org/en/sustainablefuture/pdf/conf_brochure.pdf  

 

Boletín sobre las actividades del sistema de las Naciones Unidas y las organizaciones 

intergubernamentales relacionadas con la cuestión de Palestina, Noviembre de 2011, 

Volumen XXXIV, Boletín núm. 11. 

Naciones Unidas. División de los Derechos de los Palestinos. 33 p. 

 

http://www.unicef.org/media/files/HOA_2012_Report-final_110412.pdf
mailto:info@unric.org
http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/undpa/shared/undpa/pdf/Politically%20Speaking%20Winter%20Spring%202012.pdf
http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/undpa/shared/undpa/pdf/Politically%20Speaking%20Winter%20Spring%202012.pdf
http://www.un.org/gsp/report
http://www.un.org/gsp/report
http://issuu.com/unpublications/docs/gsp_report_overview
http://www.un.org/fr/sustainablefuture/pdf/conf_brochure_fr.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/sustainablefuture/pdf/conf_brochure.pdf
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Boletín sobre las actividades del sistema de las Naciones Unidas y las organizaciones 

intergubernamentales relacionadas con la cuestión de Palestina, Diciembre de 2011, 

Volumen XXXIV, Boletín núm. 12. 

Naciones Unidas. División de los Derechos de los Palestinos. 44 p. 
Online version: http://unispal.un.org/pdfs/12-24546s.pdf  

 
Bulletin on action by the United Nations system and intergovernmental organizations 

relevant to the question of Palestine, November 2011, Volume XXXIV, Bulletin No. 11.  

United Nations. Division for Palestinian Rights. 28 p. 
Online version: http://unispal.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/0/2F95621A45204AAA8525798F0076D344  

 

Bulletin on action by the United Nations system and intergovernmental organizations 

relevant to the question of Palestine, December 2011, Volume XXXIV, Bulletin No. 12.  

United Nations. Division for Palestinian Rights. 36 p. 
Online version: http://unispal.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/0/5992C7DEDD3558E3852579B2005470A7  

 
Bulletin sur les mesures prises par les organismes des Nations Unies et les organisations 

intergouvernementales concernant la question de Palestine, novembre 2011, Volume 

XXXIV, Bulletin n° 11.  

Nations Unies. Division des droits des Palestiniens. 33 p. 
Online version: http://unispal.un.org/pdfs/12-22060f.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW TITLES 
added to the library collection in April 

 

 

I General Information and Reference 

 

Resilient People, Resilient Planet: A Future Worth Choosing; The Report of the High-level 

Panel on Global Sustainability.  

United Nations. New York. 2012. 94 p.  

Sales No. E.12.I.2. ISBN 978-92-1-101256-9. 
Online version: http://www.un.org/gsp/report 

 

Resilient People, Resilient Planet: A Future Worth Choosing; The Report of the High-level 

Panel on Global Sustainability: Overview. 

United Nations. New York. 30 January 2012. 27 p.  
Online version: http://www.un.org/gsp/report 
Overview also available at http://issuu.com/unpublications/docs/gsp_report_overview 

 

 

II.D Trade, Finance and Commerce 

 

Fair and Equitable Treatment: A sequel. (UNCTAD Series on Issues in International 

Investment Agreements II) 

United Nations. New York and Geneva. 2012. xvii, 141 p. (UNCTAD/DIAE/IA/2011/5) 

Sales No. E.11.II.D.15. ISBN 978-92-1-112827-7. 
Online version: http://archive.unctad.org/en/docs/unctaddiaeia2011d5_en.pdf  

 

http://unispal.un.org/pdfs/12-24546s.pdf
http://unispal.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/0/2F95621A45204AAA8525798F0076D344
http://unispal.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/0/5992C7DEDD3558E3852579B2005470A7
http://unispal.un.org/pdfs/12-22060f.pdf
http://www.un.org/gsp/report
http://www.un.org/gsp/report
http://issuu.com/unpublications/docs/gsp_report_overview
http://archive.unctad.org/en/docs/unctaddiaeia2011d5_en.pdf
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Rapport du Secrétaire général de la CNUCED à la treizième session de la conférence :  

Mondialisation et développement ; vers des trajectoires de développement durable et 

équitable. 

Nations Unies. New York et Genève. 2012. xvii, 156 p. (UNCTAD(XIII)/1) 

 

Rapport sur le commerce et le développement 2011 : L’économie mondiale après la crise. 

Nations Unies. New York et Genève. 2011. xviii, 210 p. (UNCTAD/TDR/2011) 
Online version: http://www.unctad.org/fr/docs/tdr2011_fr.pdf  

 

Investment Policy Review: The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. 

United Nations. New York and Geneva. 2012. xiv, 116 p. (UNCTAD/DIAE/PCB/2011/3) 

Sales No. E.11.II.D.13. ISBN 978-92-1-112823-9. 
Online version: http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/diaepcb2011d3_en.pdf  

 

Transnational Corporations, Volume 20, Number 2, August 2011. v, 155 p. 

United Nations Conferences on Trade and Development. Division on Investment, 

Technology and Enterprise Development. (UNCTAD/DIAE/IA/2011/8 (Vol.20, No.2)) 

ISBN 978-92-1-112842-0. 
Online version: http://www.unctad.org/en/Docs/unctaddiaeia2011v202_en.pdf  

 

 

III.H United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 

 

dépêches : Suivre les progrès de la Campagne pour éliminer les fistules. 

Novembre 2011. 7 p.  
Online version: http://issuu.com/prographics/docs/fr-dispatch-nov-2011/1  

 

dispatch: Tracking progress in the Campaign to End Fistula. 

November 2011. 7 p. 
Online version: http://issuu.com/prographics/docs/en-dispatch-nov-2011  

 

 

III.T International Trade Centre (UNCTAD/WTO) 

 

Forum de comercio internacional, número 4, 2011. 39 p. 

“Ayuda para el comercio y el sector privado” 
Online version: http://www.forumdecomercio.org/  

 

Forum du commerce international, numéro 4, 2011. 39 p. 

“L’aide pour le commerce et le secteur privé” 
Online version: http://www.forumducommerce.org/  

 

 

XVII  International Statistics 

 

Monthly Bulletin of Statistics / Bulletin mensuel de statistique: Issue No. 1087, Vol. LXVI, 

No. 1, January 2012 / Edition n° 1087, Vol. LXVI, n° 1, janvier 2012.  

United Nations/Nations Unies. New York. 2012. x, 309 p. (ST/ESA/STAT/SER.Q/469)  
Online version: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/mbs 

 

Monthly Bulletin of Statistics / Bulletin mensuel de statistique: Issue No. 1088, Vol. LXVI, 

No. 2, February 2012 / Edition n° 1088, Vol. LXVI, n° 2, février 2012.  

United Nations/Nations Unies. New York. 2012. viii, 299 p. (ST/ESA/STAT/SER.Q/470)  
Online version: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/mbs 

 

 

 

http://www.unctad.org/fr/docs/tdr2011_fr.pdf
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/diaepcb2011d3_en.pdf
http://www.unctad.org/en/Docs/unctaddiaeia2011v202_en.pdf
http://issuu.com/prographics/docs/fr-dispatch-nov-2011/1
http://issuu.com/prographics/docs/en-dispatch-nov-2011
http://www.forumdecomercio.org/
http://www.forumducommerce.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/mbs
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/mbs
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World Health Organization (WHO) 

 

Bulletin of the World Health Organization: Volume 90, Number 4, April 2012, p. 245-320. 
Online version: http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/90/4/en/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back issues of this newsletter are available at the UNRIC Library website: 

http://www.unric.org/en/unric-library-newsletter 

 

 

http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/90/4/en/
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/90/4/en/
http://www.unric.org/en/unric-library-newsletter
http://www.unric.org/en/unric-library-newsletter

