
 

 

 

 

Oceans 
 
The ocean drives global systems that make the Earth habitable for humankind. Our rainwater, drinking water, 
weather, climate, coastlines, much of our food, and even the oxygen in the air we breathe, are all ultimately 
provided and regulated by the sea.  
 

Careful management of this essential global resource is a key feature of a sustainable future. However, at the 

current time, there is a continuous deterioration of coastal waters owing to pollution, and ocean acidification is 
having an adversarial effect on the functioning of ecosystems and biodiversity. This is also negatively impacting 
small scale fisheries.  
 

Saving our ocean must remain a priority. Marine biodiversity is critical to the health of people and our planet. 
Marine protected areas need to be effectively managed and well-resourced and regulations need to be put in 

place to reduce overfishing, marine pollution and ocean acidification. 
 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/oceans/  

 

 

 

UN Conferences & Observances 
 

• UN Ocean Conference, Lisbon, Portugal, 27 June to 1 July 2022  
Implementation of Goal 14: Stocktaking, Partnerships and Solutions 

https://oceanconference.un.org/  
o 5 things you should know about the UN Ocean Conference, a chance to save the planet’s 

largest ecosystem (UN News, 27 May 2022): 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/05/1119192 

 

• High-level Thematic Debate on the Ocean and Sustainable Development Goal 

14: Life Below Water, 1 June 2021, United Nations Headquarters in New York 
https://www.un.org/pga/75/ocean/  

• Ocean Conference, 5 - 9 June 2017 (UN Headquarters, New York) 

https://oceanconference.un.org/about  
o Outcome document: Our ocean, our future: call for action (Resolution A/RES/71/312): 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/312   
o Ocean Conference and SDG 14: Quick Guide (Dag Hammarskjöld Library): 

http://research.un.org/ocean  
 

• World Ocean Day – 8 June: https://www.un.org/en/observances/oceans-day and 

https://www.unworldoceansday.org/  

• World Tuna Day – 2 May: https://www.un.org/en/observances/tuna-day  

• International Day for the Fight against Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing -  

5 June: https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-illegal-fishing-day  

• Day of the Seafarer – 25 June:  

https://www.imo.org/en/About/Events/Pages/Day-of-the-Seafarer-2021.aspx  

• World Maritime Day - last Thursday of September: 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/maritime-day and 

https://www.imo.org/en/About/Events/Pages/World-Maritime-Theme-2022.aspx  

• 2022 - International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture:  

http://www.fao.org/artisanal-fisheries-aquaculture-2022/en/  

• 2021–2030 - International Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development:  

https://www.oceandecade.org/ 
o How do we prepare for a Decade of Ocean Science? (17 February 2020): 

https://en.unesco.org/news/how-do-we-prepare-decade-ocean-science  
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UN Entities 
 

• UN Oceans – an inter-agency coordination mechanism on oceans and coastal issues 

within the UN system: http://www.unoceans.org 

• Ocean Action Hub: https://www.oceanactionhub.org  

• UN Atlas of the Oceans - an Internet portal providing information relevant to the 

sustainable development of the oceans: http://www.oceansatlas.org  

• Global Issues on the UN Agenda - Oceans and the Law of the Sea: 

https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/oceans-and-the-law-of-the-sea  
• Sustainable Development Goal 14 - Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and 

marine resources:  http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/oceans/  

• UN Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform 
o Goal 14: https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal14  
o Oceans & Seas: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/oceanandseas  

• UN Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea: 

https://www.un.org/Depts/los/index.htm  

• Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)  
o Sustainable Ocean Initiative: https://www.cbd.int/soi/  

o Marine and Coastal Biodiversity: https://www.cbd.int/marine  

• Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
o Common Oceans - A partnership for sustainability in the ABNJ:  

http://www.fao.org/in-action/commonoceans/en/  
o Fisheries and Aquaculture: http://www.fao.org/fishery/en  

• International Maritime Organization (IMO): http://www.imo.org 

• UN Development Programme (UNDP) 
o Oceans: https://www.undp.org/tag/oceans   
o Ocean Innovation Challenge: https://oceaninnovationchallenge.org/      

• UN Environment Programme (UNEP) 
o Oceans and Seas: https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/oceans-seas  
o Cleans Seas - Turn the tide on plastic: https://www.cleanseas.org/   

• UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
o One Planet, One Ocean: http://en.unesco.org/themes/one-planet-one-ocean  
o Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-

sciences/ioc-oceans/ 

• UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
o The Ocean: https://unfccc.int/topics/ocean  

 
 

Further information 
 

• Ask DAG! Where can I find information about the UN's actions for oceans? 

https://ask.un.org/faq/176427  

• Ask DAG! Where can I find information about the Law of the Sea? 

https://ask.un.org/faq/139237  

• UN Library Vienna Research Guide - Maritime Crime and Piracy:  

http://libraryresearch.unvienna.org/maritimecrime  

• IMO Maritime Knowledge Centre Guide: Maritime Facts and Figures: 

https://imo.libguides.com/MaritimeFactsandFigures  
 

 

Selected UN documents and publications 
 

• UN documents on “Oceans” – click here 
• Ocean Action Newsletter: Blue Foods and The Ocean (October 2021, Vol. 18): 

https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2021-10/OceanActionNewsletterOct2021.pdf 
•  The Ocean Conference one year on – are we keeping our promise? (UN DESA Voice, Vol 22, No. 6 

- June 2018): https://www.un.org/development/desa/undesavoice/expert-voices/2018/06#40489  
• Life under Water (Africa Renewal, May - July 2017): 

http://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/july-2017  
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• Our Oceans, Our World (UN Chronicle, Volume LIV, Nos. 1 & 2, May 2017): 

https://unchronicle.un.org/issue/our-ocean-our-world  
• UN News Centre Feature: Humanity at the core as UN readies for first-ever Ocean Conference  

(22 March 2017): http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=56401  

• Marine Debris: Understanding, Preventing and Mitigating the Significant Adverse Impacts on 
Marine and Coastal Biodiversity (CBD, 2016): 
https://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/cbd-ts-83-en.pdf  

• The Ocean and Us (UNEP GRID-Arendal, August 2016): http://www.grida.no/publications/1  
• Blue Economy - Sharing Success Stories to Inspire Change (UNEP GRID-Arendal, May 2016): 

http://www.grida.no/publications/70  
• World Ocean Assessment (UNEP GRID-Arendal, May 2016): http://www.grida.no/publications/112  

• How oceans- and seas-related measures contribute to the economic, social and environmental 
dimensions of sustainable development: Local and regional experiences (DESA, 2014): 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=400&nr=1339&menu=35  

• Green Economy in a Blue World (UNEP, 2012): http://www.grida.no/publications/129 
• Blue Carbon: The Role of Healthy Oceans in Binding Carbon (UNEP / FAO / UNESCO, 2009): 

http://www.grida.no/publications/145  

• Marine Litter: A Global Challenge (UNEP, April 2009): 
https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/report/marine-litter-global-challenge-0 

 

Selected Statements and Speeches by UN Officials 
 

• INTERVIEW: ‘Deliver the care our ocean needs – together’, urge co-hosts of UN conference (7 June 
2022): https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/06/1119922  

• Amid record sea-level rise, coral reef damage, Secretary-General Observance Message urges 
collective action to ensure world’s oceans are healthy, productive (SG/SM/21312, 7 June 2022): 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2022/sgsm21312.doc.htm 

• With plastic waste choking seas, coral reefs dying, more effective partnerships crucial to protect 
marine, coastal ecosystems, Secretary-General tells One Ocean Summit (SG/SM/21139,  
11 February 2022): https://www.un.org/press/en/2022/sgsm21139.doc.htm  

• Ride the Rising Wave to the 2022 UN Ocean Conference / by Ambassador Peter Thomson, UN SG’s 
Special Envoy for the Ocean (January 2022): https://www.un.org/development/desa/un-desa-

voice/sdg-blog/2022/01#3210  
• Stressing oceans sustain livelihoods of over 3 Billion People, Secretary-General says humankind 

must end war on nature, in Observance Message (SG/SM/20754, 1 June 2021): 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20754.doc.htm  

• Pressures from human activities continue to destroy essential habitats, warns Secretary-General, 

in Message for Launch of ‘Second World Ocean Assessment’ (SG/SM/20692, 21 April 2021): 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20692.doc.htm  

• Secretary-General, launching Ocean Science Decade, says making peace with nature key to 
delivering prosperous, equitable world (SG/SM/20564, 3 February 2021): 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20564.doc.htm  

• Stressing dangers of harmful fishing, plastic waste, Secretary-General calls for better ocean 
management, ‘blue’ recovery from COVID-19, at report launch (SG/SM/20471, 3 December 2020): 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20471.doc.htm  
• Secretary-General, on World Oceans Day, calls for urgent action to protect ‘Lifeblood of Our Planet’ 

amid sea level rise, plastic pollution growth (SG/SM/20111, 8 June 2020): 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20111.doc.htm  

• Innovation, science should drive action to sustain health, biodiversity of world’s oceans, Secretary-
General says in observance message (SG/SM/20106, 3 June 2020): 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20106.doc.htm  
• Conflicting demands creating unsustainable stress on marine, coastal ecosystems, Secretary-

General warns in marking convention’s entry-into-force anniversary (SG/SM/19625-SEA/2105,  
17 June 2019): https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19625.doc.htm 

• Noting climate change’s outsized impact on women, Secretary-General stresses gender equality 
key to tackling ocean challenges, in message for international observance (SG/SM/19616-
OBV/1888-SEA/2103, 7 June 2019): https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19616.doc.htm  

 
 

7 June 2022 
not an official document – for information only 

https://unric.org/en/unric-library-backgrounder-oceans/   
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