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Climate Change
and Indigenous Peoples
While climate change affects everyone, it will hit the most vulnerable groups hardest.
Indigenous peoples are among the first to face direct adverse consequences of climate
change, partly owing to their close relationship with the environment and its resources.
Emerging evidence suggests that the livelihoods and cultural identities of more than
370 million indigenous peoples of North America, Europe, Latin America, Africa, Asia
and the Pacific are already under threat.
The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples establishes the right of indigenous peoples to the conservation and protection of the environment of their lands and
resources. The rights recognised in the Declaration constitute the “minimum standards
for the survival, dignity and well-being of the indigenous peoples of the world.”
Climate change impacts will range from affecting agriculture, further endangering food
security, sea-level rise and the accelerated erosion of coastal zones, increasing intensity of natural disasters, species extinction and the spread of diseases. The impact of
climate change on indigenous peoples’ lives, survival, development chances, traditional knowledge and related biological diversity is of great concern.
The signing of the Paris Climate Accord on 22 April was a landmark moment in achieving a legally binding and universal agreement on climate, with the aim of keeping global warming below 2°C. The agreement enters into force after 30 days, providing that at
least 55 Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) ratify
the agreement, accounting for at least 55% of global emissions. The Accord has broken the record for the number of countries to sign an international agreement and
paves the way for action against climate change.
Indigenous communities are not simply the passive victims of climate change. They
are valuable partners in the global efforts to address climate change. Indigenous peoples are already using their traditional knowledge to address and adapt to climate
change at the local level, but now action must continue at a global level.
For more information visit: www.unep.org
#IndigenousPeoples
#ParisAgreement

