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Hafsat Abiola

Hafsat Abiola-Costello is the Special Adviser on Millennium Development
Goals to the Ogun State Government in Nigeria. The daughter of Nigeria's
elected president andleader of the country's pro-democracy movement, she is
also the founder of the Kudirat Initiative for Democracy (KIND), an NGO that
promotes the development of women as initiators of change by offering lead-
ership training and raising awareness about social constraints such as violence
against women. Ms. Abiola holds a BA (Hons) in Economics from Harvard Uni-
versity and a Master's in International Development from Tsinghua University.

Dagmar Schumacher

Dagmar Schumacher is the Director of the Brussels office of the United Na-
tions Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), part of UN Women. Prior to
joining UNIFEM Ms. Schumacher worked at the Headquarters of the United
Nations Volunteers programme in Bonn. From 1998 — 2002 she worked with
UNDP in Hanoi, heading the Poverty and Social Development Unit. Ms. Schu-
macher holds a Master’s Degree in Food Science/Economics from Kiel Univer-
sity.

Sietske Steneker

Sietske Steneker is the Director of the Brussels office of UNFPA, the United
Nations Population Fund, an international development agency that promotes
the right of every woman, man and child to enjoy a life of health and equal
opportunity. Ms. Steneker is a national of the Netherlands. Previously, she has
worked as UNFPA Representative in the Russian Federation, Honduras and El
Salvador. Ms. Steneker holds Masters Degrees in International Law (from Lei-
den University, the Netherlands) and Public Health in Developing Countries
(from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK).

Carlos Jimenez

Carlos Jimenez is a Desk Officer at the United Nations Regional Information
Centre in Brussels. Mr. Jimenez started his career at the United Nations in
1984 and has since worked at UN offices in New York, Madrid and Geneva. He
studied journalism at the School of Communications of American University in
Washington and was a correspondent at EFE, Spanish News Agency.
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